4                   THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
do much worse. Why should we expect it to refrain from using
the powers it has? Only we must find the means of living and
carrying on our non-co-operation without its aid. We must keep
our heads even if inter-provincial communication is denied to us.
Having got our programme, each province must be able to carry
on its own activity. Indeed, it may even be an advantage, for,
in the event of communication being cut off, we should be un-
affected by reverses in other provinces. Thus, for instance, the
Punjab need not be affected by Gujarat weakening and surrender-
ing body and soul to the Government or, say, Assam going stark
mad or becoming unexpectedly violent. Let not the reader fear
any such possibility, for, Assam is keeping exceptionally sane in
spite of grave provocation and Gujarat will give, I hope, a good
account of itself in the near future. The Government of Bombay
probably knows its business better than others. It has certainly
greater forbearance and tact. It is giving the non-co-operators
as long a rope as they want. And as the latter do want to be
hanged if they do not get what they want, they are taking the
longest rope. But that is by the way. Clouds no bigger than a
man's hand have a knack of appearing in the Indian horizon
and all of a sudden assuming dangerous dimensions. The point
I wish to drive home is that we must prepare ourselves against
and for all complications and never be baffled by them, certainly
never be taken aback when the expected happens.
SLOW BUT SURE
If the luxury of wires be denied to us, we must manage with
the post. If the postal communication be also stopped we must
use messengers. Friends travelling to and from will oblige us.
When the use of the railways is denied, we must use other methods
of conveyance. No amount of slowness imposed fro without can
checkmate us, if we are sure within. "Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee53 is a prayer common to all religions.
If we can but throw ourselves into His lap as our only Help, we
shall come out scatheless through every ordeal that the Government
may subject us to. If nothing happens without His permitting,
where is the difficulty in believing that He is trying us even
through this Government? I would take our complaints to Him
and be angry with Him for so cruelly trying us. And He will soothe
us and forgive us, if we will but trust Him. The way to stand
erect before the tyrant is not to hate him, not to strike him but
to humble ourselves before God and cry out to Him in the hour of
our agony.